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[Abstract:] Report as to the condition of the foundation underlying the large Steeple Engine. 


Engineers Office 
The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Penn., 


July 14, 1886 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Dear Sir, 


In obedience to your request that we examine and report to you the condition of the 
foundations underlying the large steeple engine, respectfully submit that the same are so 
completely undermined on the north side, extending past the centre of the engine, by the 
continued washing out of the earth into the well at the north side; the walls of which now seem to 
be the only support to the foundations on the north side. 


As the walls of the well are in bad condition and the strain of a 24” belt to the main 
rolling shaft occurs in that direction, we deem it a matter of such serious considerations, that we 
advise you to consult the Supervising Architect. 


Should the foundations give way and let the Engine down, there would occur a loss of 
life by the rupture of the steam pipe. The escaping steam would completely shut off all approach 
to the boilers, and only clear when the boilers had been emptied. The giving way of the 
foundations is the result of the wear above mentioned for years past, and could not be seen at the 
surface; and was only discovered in the search for a leak which was found to be filling the well 
continually, requiring the same to be pumped out every day. 


Very Respectfully, 
John Bonner, Chief Engineer 
Saml. James, Forman Mch. Shop 


